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 aT a glanCeISI
Right: Supreme Court Justice 

Samuel A. Alito Jr. speaks with students 
following his remarks at ISI’s Fourth 

Annual Dinner for Western Civilization 
in Wilmington, Delaware, in April. 
Below: Joseph Fornieri, professor of 

political science at the Rochester Institute 
of Technology, addresses students at 

the Catholic University of America’s 
Columbus School of Law on “Lincoln’s 

Informed Patriotism.” 

Above: E. Christian Kopff, professor of classics at 
the University of Colorado, speaks with attendees of 

ISI’s conference on “The Roots of American Order” in 
Dallas in March. Right: In April, ISI’s Collegiate 

Network conducted its second annual training 
workshop for students beginning journalism 

internships and fellowships this summer.

Above: In March, several students from Patrick 
Henry College in Virginia traveled to ISI’s F. M. Kirby 
Campus for a daylong seminar introducing them to 
the mission of ISI and the Institute’s many 
programs and publications.
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 In light of today’s economic uncertainty, Domitrovic demonstrates how supply-side 
 economics stands as one of the shrewdest and most empirically accomplished 
 public-policy innovations of all time. 
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on april 30, iSi hosted its fourth annual 

Dinner for Western Civilization at the historic 

hotel du Pont in Wilmington, Delaware. the 

evening featured an address by Samuel a. 

alito Jr., associate justice of the United States 

Supreme Court (left). edwin J. feulner Jr., 

president of the heritage foundation and iSi 

trustee, was awarded iSi’s Charles h. hoeflich 

lifetime achievement award. additionally, two 

iSi student members, Peter Johnston of yale and 

emily e. Smith of Dartmouth, were recognized 

with iSi’s Preston a. Wells Jr. leadership award. 

over 300 iSi students, faculty, and supporters 

attended the event.

S av e  t h e  D at e  May 6, 2010
iSi’S fifth annUal Dinner for WeStern Civilization

for more information, please contact mary radford at (302) 524-6139 or mradford@isi.org.

Lt. General Josiah Bunting III, 
president of ISI’s Lehrman Ameri-
can Studies Center and chairman 
of ISI’s National Civic Literacy 
Board, was master of ceremonies.

Edwin Feulner, pictured with his son and daughter-
in-law, has been involved with ISI since he was an 
undergraduate at Regis University over forty years 
ago. He has served on ISI’s board of trustees since 
1980 and was chairman from 2003 to 2006.



P l at i n U m  S P o n S o r S
anonymous

liberty fund, inc.     s     national review

g o l D  S P o n S o r S
ellen Barrosse and Paul antle     s     heritage foundation

media research Center     s     Planning factory international
Precision marketing, inc.     s     young Conaway Stargatt & taylor, llP

S i lv e r  S P o n S o r S
mr. and mrs. lammot Copeland Jr.     s     fund for american Studies

 B ro n z e  S P o n S o r S
 anonymous     s     a rose & a Prayer education group

mr. and mrs. roberts W. Brokaw iii     s     george e. Coleman Jr. foundation
mr. and mrs. Charles and Debra Cooper     s     family research Council

g. S. Schwartz & Co.     s     mr. and mrs. matthew and Brooke haas
mrs. Sarah S. harrison     s     hillsdale College 

mr. Peter lawson-Johnston     s     national association of Scholars
Planned giving Solutions     s     mr. and mrs. robert e. russell Jr.

Shirley & Banister Public affairs     s     Social Philosophy & Policy Center
terry and Sandy Strine     s     mr. and mrs. Samuel e. Walker

S t U D e n t  S P o n S o r S
 mr. and mrs. J. tim fennell     s     mr. Jeffrey m. Schlerf

t h a n k  yo U  to  o U r  S P o n S o r S

Emily E. Smith of Dartmouth and Peter Johnston of 
Yale were awarded the Preston A. Wells Jr. Leadership 
Award by ISI President T. Kenneth Cribb Jr. and 
Patricia Mulvaney of the Lillian S. Wells Foundation.



ReaSon To hope:
The RenewIng of The 

mIllennIalS

puses that there is cause for hope. the battle for the 
millennial generation is in full force, and iSi, in its 
own way, is charging to the sound of the guns.  

 • our core program remains robust. 
indeed, on countless campuses across 
the country, iSi lectures, debates, 
journals, and books drive the intel-
lectual battle. in this troubled time, 
we have had our best membership 
recruitment year in our fifty-plus-
year history, with over 15,000 new 
faculty, student, alumni, and other 
non-academic members.

 • iSi’s online lectures are being down-
loaded at the rate of 280,000 a year 
and our articles at the rate of 250,000 
a year. that equates to reaching over 
10,000 people each week just through 
our online presence.

 • With 160 titles and counting, iSi’s 
publishing imprint furnishes the best 
in conservative thought to the public, 
but our books also give students the 
sophisticated and powerful arguments 
they need in the classroom. We are 
especially proud this year to have pub-
lished A Time to Speak by robert h. 
Bork and The Great Books: A Journey 
through 2,500 Years of the West’s Classic 
Literature by anthony o’hear.

  So, even in these trying times, when contri-
butions to all charities are down, iSi’s traditional 
programming has never been more robust. We are 

do noT Sell ThIS geneRaTIon 
ShoRT, foR The fuTuRe of ouR 

naTIon ReSTS on TheIR ShouldeRS. 
If we gIve Them The ToolS, They 

wIll fInISh The Job.  

it has been a very eventful year since we pub-
lished our last iSi annual review in June 2008. 
Consider: just one year ago, when discussing 

budgetary matters, one virtually never heard the 
word “trillion.” Just one year ago, it was not the 
custom for american presidents to appear on the 

Tonight Show with Jay Leno in the capacity of ce-
lebrity-in-chief. and, one year ago, the Dow Jones 
industrial average was sitting well above 12,000. 
 it has been a sobering year for conservatives in 
particular, and as the months have passed, there is 
growing anxiety: federal debts are being incurred 
with reckless abandon; a big government solution 
is proposed for every problem with realistic talk of 
a new socialism in america; and amidst all of these 
alarms, there is an awareness that President obama 
won the election with a majority of younger voters, 
including a significant number of voters of college 
age—most of whom seem to be ignorant of america’s 
free institutions and unable to assess the threat to 
freedom posed by the very politicians they support.  
 as we scan the horizon that lies before us, it is 
sometimes difficult to find reasons for hope. But 
let me submit to you that there are evidences that 
the millennial generation is not yet lost—evidences 
from iSi’s own work on our nation’s college cam-
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      Sincerely,

 
      t. kenneth Cribb Jr.
      President
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producing the new intellectual leadership of the 
conservative movement, just as we have done since 
1953. the pipeline is filled with countless conserva-
tive leaders who will take their places at the helm 
when the time comes. 
 the news today about america’s young people, 
immersed in popular culture, is cause for alarm. 
But the students who come to iSi are of a different 
caliber altogether. having grown up in a world of 
“spin,” having been fed a diet of suffocating political 
correctness from kindergarten on, they have instead 
developed a critical cast of mind. Do not sell this 
generation short, for the future of our nation rests 
on their shoulders. if we give them the tools, they 
will finish the job.  
 as you read through this 2008–9 iSi annual 
review, remember that the work of iSi is predicated 
on the insight that politics is a surface phenomenon. 
legislation is certainly important, but if you change 
laws, they can always be changed back. the more 
fundamental challenge is to change minds—that’s 
the change that lasts. for beyond politics is politi-
cal philosophy, and beyond political philosophy are 
the perennial questions of the human condition. 

We counsel our young charges to seek answers to 
enduring questions, not through introspection, but 
by immersing themselves in the best that has been 
thought and written. in this way, the best of the 
new generation acquires the best of the old, and 
then translates that wisdom into the lexicon of their 
own time in history.  for, as Whittaker Chambers 
wrote in the last line of his last letter to William f. 
Buckley Jr., “each age finds its own language for an 
eternal meaning.” 
 We are now clearly at a historic crossroads: 
we are faced with the decision to either embrace 
an expanding government with increased control 
over our lives in exchange for so-called “security,” 
or to fight, as previous generations did, to preserve 
individual liberty, personal responsibility, and the 
freedoms they ensure. as in generations past, iSi 
today continues to cultivate young minds: once 
again, we will furnish the troops, and we invite you 
to join in this momentous enterprise to preserve the 
freedoms we treasure. 
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The Challenge of Liberty
2009 Summer Seminar for Students
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Societies? What Are the Solutions for Bad Schools and Poor Public 
Transit? What Causes the Business Cycle of Boom and Bust?

Subjects include

An opportunity for high school and college students to 
get a  better understand of real-world issues they will 

encounter throughout life. Register now!

National Center for Policy Analysis

Educating Tomorrow’s Leaders Today

Daily Policy Digest

www.ncpa.org
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Since laSt fall, when it became clear that our nation had descended 
into a recession, americans have yearned for more information about 
the causes of, and solutions to, great economic crises past. However, de-
tailed, authoritative information has been sorely lacking. instead, we hear 
pundits and policymakers speaking of “the worst crisis since the Great 
Depression” as they vaguely endorse whatever it was that fDR did so 
many moons ago when he arranged for happy days to be here again.

     incredibly, we have heard next to nothing about 
a much more recent economic crisis: the 1970s’ 
ruinous “stagflation” (stagnation plus inflation). 
it is simply a marvel that that crisis has been dis-
cussed so little. in the dozen years following the 
recession of 1969, economic growth fell 60% off of 
the post–World War ii pace. the “misery index,” 
whereby the inflation and unemployment rates are 
added up, tripled from its historical par up to the 
unlucky twenty-one. the stock market fell by 75%, 
and the banking system got hollowed out as deposi-
tors—seeking cover from inflation—put their assets 
in economically inert hedges such as oil and gold.
    the economic crisis of the 1970s seemed so 
intractable that many political and opinion leaders 
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Uncovering the history of 
Supply-SiDe economicS... 

at last

by Brian DomitroviC

Brian Domitrovic, who holds a Ph.D. in history from Harvard University and teaches at Sam 
Houston State University, is the author of econoclasts: the rebels Who Sparked the Supply-
Side revolution and restored american Prosperity, to be published by ISI Books in August.
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simply accepted a future of reduced opportunities 
and “diminished expectations”—a stagflation-era 
catchphrase. and yet the United States not only 
ended that terrible economic scourge but, after 
1981, experienced an unprecedented twenty-five-
year run of growth and expansive entrepreneurial 
opportunity.
 indeed, for all we have heard about “postwar 
prosperity”—the nice stretch of growth in the twenty-
five years after World War ii—the quarter century 
following 1981 was even better. from 1982 to 2007, 
economic growth not only matched the post–1945 
record; it was interrupted by fewer recessions. the 
american economy of 1982–2007 represents one of 
the most remarkable examples of stable prosperity 
in the entire history of the industrial world, which 
leaves the question: how did we get there?

tHe Supply-SiDe Solution
as we look for direction about how to respond to 
today’s economic crisis, we must first acknowledge 
the following three things: 
 1. there was a terrible economic crisis in 

this country a generation ago, for the 
dozen years before 1981.

 2.  the two and a half decades following 
1981 were economically tremendous.

 3.  a fantastic policy innovation was re-
sponsible for the transition from the 
poor period to the great one: supply-
side economics. 

if we come to grips with this, we may have a sporting 
chance of beating the crisis that bedevils us today.
 Supply-side economics is a theory that came into 
being in the 1960s and 1970s to diagnose and cure 
the stagflation problem just as it was arising. the cen-
tral insight of supply-side economics was crystal clear: 
in the present day and age, the two massive means of 
governmental intrusion in the economy—the federal 
reserve and the income tax—play the primary role 

The Canon        feaTuRe

in starting and per-
petuating any eco-
nomic crisis. the 
solution, then, was 
to restrict these two 
things: when the 
economy is strug-
gling, the cure is for 
the fed to focus on 
nothing but assur-
ing the value of the 
dollar and for Con-
gress to cut taxes. 
 even for those 
generally acquaint-
ed with supply-side economics, this description of 
the theory may be surprising on at least two counts. 
the first surprise may be that supply-side thinking 
involves something more than advocating tax cuts. 
most discussions of supply-side economics revolve 

entirely around tax cuts, when in fact supply-side 
theorists from the very beginning stressed that such 
cuts must be coupled with stable money to ensure that 
income holds its value. Second, it may be odd to read 
that the federal reserve should have such a limited 
mandate, given that these days the fed is tasked with 

the central insight of supply-side 

economics was crystal clear: in the present 

day and age, the two massive means of 

governmental intrusion in the economy—

the federal Reserve and the income tax—

play the primary role in starting and 

perpetuating any economic crisis. 
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reversing the downturn, halting unemployment, 
providing “fairness” lacking in the private banking 
sector, flooding the system with new paper money, 
etc. But it is true: supply-side advocates asked the 
mighty fed to do nothing more than keep it simple 
and stabilize the price level.
 at first, the advocates of supply-side econom-
ics—a term that was not coined until 1976—were 

clustered around robert mundell, a young econo-
mist who had earned his Ph.D. at mit. in 1961, 
as a twenty-nine-year-old staff economist at the 
international monetary fund, mundell had sug-
gested the “policy mix” of tight money and lower 
taxes. the kennedy administration soon imple-
mented that very mix, with remarkable results in 
the economy. By the end of the 1960s, however, the 
success of mundell’s policy mix had been forgotten 
and misunderstood. Soon the government went off 
of the gold standard, loosened monetary policy, 
increased taxes… and the intractable stagflation 
period began. growth stalled, the purchasing 
power of the dollar lost on average 9% per year, 
and the progressive income-tax code made sure 
that anyone who got a cost-of-living raise paid 
higher taxes each year (the phenomenon known 
as “bracket creep”).

 at conferences and in economics articles in 
the 1970s, mundell kept pushing for stable money 
and tax cuts. though the economic situation was 
worsening, the only people who heard him out were 
fellow economist arthur laffer and an unlikely 
crew of journalists and congressional staffers—most 
notably, editorialists at the Wall Street Journal and 
employees of Congressman Jack kemp. embold-
ened, these early “supply-siders,” as they came to 
call themselves, pushed for legislation that would 
make mundell’s policy mix once again a reality.
 it took a number of long, economically excru-
ciating years for this group’s ideas to get traction. 
finally, in 1981, President ronald reagan signed 
an equivalent of the tax-cut bill that kemp and his 
people had been touting for half a decade. Soon 
the federal reserve stopped printing more dollars 
whenever inflation registered in the economy.
 the effects were extraordinary. for seven years, 
growth boomed at 4.3%, twice as high as the stagfla-
tion-era average. it then settled into the nice 3.3% 
track established back in the post–1945 period, 
up until our current economic crisis hit. Jobs and 
especially entrepreneurial opportunity were abun-
dant. and the dollar lost only 2 to 3% per year 
to inflation. the period from 1982–2007 was an 
economic golden age, and it had been procured by 
the supply-side solution.

leaRninG tHe leSSonS 
of HiStoRy

if we knew our history well, we probably would have 
put to pasture the current economic crisis already. 
after all, it is fairly clear that loose money and 
high taxes—the opposite of the supply-side policy 
mix—caused our current crisis. the loose money 
resulted because the federal reserve kept its main 
interest rate (the federal funds rate) abnormally low; 
in fact, from 2001 to 2005 the rate was negative in 
real terms. this led to the incredible run-up in land, 

in 1981, president Ronald Reagan signed 

an equivalent of the tax-cut bill that Kemp 

and his people had been touting for half 

a decade. Soon the federal Reserve stopped

 printing more dollars whenever inflation 

registered in the economy.  the effects 

were extraordinary.
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housing, and commodity prices of subsequent years, 
a run-up that tricked otherwise prudent people to 
do anything they could to get in on the bonanza. 
Demand for mortgages boomed as never before, 
and so did that for home-equity loans.
 meanwhile, the 2003 law that lowered taxes also 
scheduled an array of levies—income, capital-gain, 
estate, and dividend taxes—to rise appreciably seven 
years later, in 2010. When the 2008 election came, 
nobody running for office wanted to talk about this 
issue. therefore, the actual policy mix the economy 
faced was the precedent of loose money and the 
prospect of high taxes. Shrewd actors pulled dollars 
out of the system, and we got the financial seize-up 
of last fall.
 if we knew our history well, we would have 
known why the crisis was occurring and been ready 
with an immediate solution: that of supply-side 
economics. for in fact, the combination of tight 
money and tax cuts worked not just in 1981, but 
also in 1962; back then, it ended the economic 
sluggishness of eisenhower’s presidency, which was 
marked by three recessions in eight years. it worked, 
too, in 1947, when the United States committed 
to a stable gold-dollar ratio and complemented that 
with a tax cut, sparking the postwar boom. and it 
worked in 1922, when treasury secretary andrew 
mellon inaugurated the roaring ’20s by imploring 
the fed to keep the price level stable and arranging 
for Congress to cut income-tax rates by two-thirds. 
the record of supply-side policy in action shows 
success across the board. 
 So why was nobody quick with the supply-side 
diagnosis and solution in the fall of 2008, if not the 
winter and spring of 2009?
 the answer is because nobody knew about its 
great achievements in the past. Supply-side econom-
ics has its advocates in professional economics, to be 
sure—five nobel laureates in economics have been 
professed supply-siders or supply-side sympathizers. 
But professional economists are not fluent elucida-

tors of what occurred in years gone by; rather, they 
are statisticians, theoreticians, and model builders. 
economists are not responsible for telling us what 
happened in the past. this, of course, is the province 
of historians.
 Despite the incredible success of supply-side 
economics in facing down several of the last great 
economic crises, historians have written absolutely 
nothing about it. While there have been armchair 
histories about the 1970s and 1980s, none has taken 
full account of the substantial body of archival records 
and other primary sources available. We possess not 
one book, not even one article, that traces the story 
of the victory over the 1970s funk. not one word 
about mundell’s impressive theories, not one word 
about the journalists who took up mundell’s cause, 
not one word about the congressmen and their staffs 
who pushed to implement the policy mix. We really 
don’t even have any historical scholarship discussing 
the economic crisis of the 1970s to begin with, let 
alone the transcendent boom after 1981. 

“A ReconsideRAtion of the
 twentieth centuRy”

it is not as if the history of supply-side economics is 
lacking in drama. it was, after all, the greatest eco-
nomic counterrevolution of the twentieth century. 
But more than that, it offers a new window onto the 
entire history of the twentieth century. robert mun-
dell underscored this point in the lecture he gave 
upon winning the nobel Prize in 1999, a lecture 
he boldly titled “a reconsideration of the twen-
tieth Century.” in his remarks, mundell laid the 
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blame for the glaring economic deficiencies of the 
twentieth century—the great Depression, chronic 
inflation, stagflation—on two institutions created in 
the single year of 1913: the federal reserve and the 
income tax. and he gave the credit for the century’s 
successes to movements like supply-side economics 
that strove to restrict these institutions. 
 Supply-side economics was not, then, merely a 
reassertion of classical economics; it was also, self-

consciously, a response to the changed conditions of 
the twentieth century. nor was it merely a theory of 
money and economic behavior; it was also a theory 
of history. not surprisingly, supply-side economics 
changed more than economic policy. again and 
again in the twentieth century, it altered the course 
of history. 
 mundell’s nobel address remains the greatest 
statement of supply-side economics’ historical vi-
sion. But as an economic theoretician, even if one of 
the very top rank, mundell was not in a position to 

see that his views penetrated the standard narratives 
of history. a professional historian would need to 
address this problem.
 thus was born Econoclasts: The Rebels Who 
Sparked the Supply-Side Revolution and Restored 
American Prosperity—the very first narrative history 
of the supply-side movement, beginning with its 
stirrings in andrew mellon’s day and proceeding 
through the achievements of the reagan era. in the 
process of researching this book, i read mundell’s 
own scholarly body of work and delved into the 
archives of those he influenced, including robert 
Bartley of the Wall Street Journal, Congressman 
Jack kemp, Donald regan in the reagan treasury, 
and many others. Wherever possible i conducted 
interviews with the supply-siders still alive today. 
 this historical investigation revealed that the 
1970s was, incontrovertibly, the second worst decade 
in all of american economic history, exceeded only 
by the great Depression itself in the 1930s. it also 
showed that supply-side economics stands as one of 
the shrewdest and most empirically accomplished 
public-policy innovations of all time. 
 When the economic crisis hit last fall, commen-
tator after commentator butchered the economic 
history of the past generation, often blaming the last 
twenty-five years as the cause of the crisis. Worse, 
as our political leaders and their economic advisers 
leapt to action, it became clear that they were rush-
ing forward without a firm grasp of history.
 as this crisis now proceeds into its second year, 
we would do well to acquaint ourselves with the last 
great economic crisis and the solution that finally 
attended it. indeed, i am fully confident that if we 
come to know our economic history, our preference 
will be not for a new new Deal, but for the govern-
ment to permit the american economy to achieve its 
wonderfully healthy potential on its own.

mundell laid the blame for the glaring 

economic deficiencies of the twentieth 

century—the Great Depression, chronic inflation, 

stagflation—on two institutions created in the 

single year of 1913: the federal Reserve and

 the income tax. and he gave the credit for the 

century’s successes to movements like supply-

side economics that strove to restrict 

these institutions. 

Econoclasts: The Rebels Who Sparked the Supply-Side Revolution and Restored American 
Prosperity will be available for purchase in bookstores and at www.isibooks.org in august.
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or call us for a free informational brochure.

 DonorsTrust
BuilDing a  legacy oF  l iBerTy

703.535.3563 | www.donorstrust.org

That’s why I’m using DonorsTrust to carry 
out my charitable intent.

They’re providing me with a convenient and effective alternative to 
establishing a private foundation—and one that avoids the pitfalls of 

the Fords and rockefellers by ensuring that my beliefs will be 
honored by my family in the future.  

DonorsTrust exists to promote individual and economic liberty and to 
serve donors who share that purpose. if that reflects your purpose, you 
won’t find a better partner.  

Smart giving.
Convenient giving.
Principled giving.

  I LOVE my ChIlD, 
buT we Don’T alwayS
     See eye To eye.

   I LOVE my ChIlD, 
buT we Don’T alwayS
     See eye To eye.



Excellent Academics…
“Those interested in a � rst-class liberal arts 
education, in a Catholic environment that’s open 
to engaging everyone’s arguments in search of the 
truth, should look very seriously at the University of 
Dallas – to my mind, one of the very best Catholic 
universities in America.”

-George Weigel, biographer of Pope John Paul II

To learn more about our nationally 
recognized Core Curriculum, please 

visit www.udallas.edu/undergrad/core.cfm

� e Catholic University for 
Independent � inkers

Authentically Catholic…
“In its search for truth, the University anchors itself to 
academic excellence and to maintaining an authentic 
religious character as embodied in the Catholic 
intellectual tradition.”

-Dr. Francis M. Lazarus,
President of the University of Dallas

To read about our President’s commitment to 
faithful Catholic education, please visit 

www.udallas.edu/administration/presletters.cfm

On c e  th e ir  p a ss i on  f or  th e  f u l l n e ss  an d  un i t y  o f  tr uth  ha s  b e en  awa ken e d ,  y o ung 
p e op l e  wi l l  sure l y  re l i s h  th e  d i s c o ver y  that  th e  qu e sti on  o f  what  th e y  can  kn ow 

op ens  up  th e  va st  a dventure  o f  what  th e y  o ug ht  to  d o. 
-Pop e  B en e d i c t  X V I

Experience the Heart 
of the Church.

Front Royal, Virginia
800.877.5456

www.christendom.edu

Our Junior Semester in Rome
Program offers students the opportunity 
to spend a semester studying in the 
Eternal City, soaking up the rich 
culture and heritage of the 
Catholic Church.  Students reside just 
steps away from Vatican City and 
are taught by our own faculty.

To Restore All Things In Christ



Lives of the 
Founders
A new series by 
isi books

Edited by Lt. General Josiah 
Bunting III, Lives of the Found-
ers is a series of engaging bi-
ographies of important figures 
of the American founding who 
have long been neglected or 
forgotten. With this series, 
ISI instructs students and lay 
readers in the contending 
ideas, controversies, struggles, 
and particular circumstances 
that decisively shaped the tra-
jectory of American history.

Available at fine book stores or by calling 
(800) 621-2736 or visiting www.isibooks.org



TYPE OF COLLEGE:  Four-year, Independent, Selective, Liberal Arts, 
Nonsectarian

ENROLLMENT:  1,300 full-time students representing 48 states, 
8 countries

ENDORSEMENTS:  Ranked among the nation’s best colleges by Peterson’s,
ISI, The Princeton Review, Young America’s Foundation, U.S. News

RECENT DISTINGUISHED VISITING FACULTY:
The Honorable Clarence Thomas, Sir Martin Gilbert, Mark Helprin, 
Victor Davis Hanson, David McCullough

  Four-year, Independent, Selective, Liberal Arts,   Four-year, Independent, Selective, Liberal Arts, 

 1,300 full-time students representing 48 states,  1,300 full-time students representing 48 states, 

Hillsdale deserves
the appreciation 
of all who labor 

for freedom. 

— Ronald Reagan
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Hillsdale College
Office of Admissions

33 East College St.
Hillsdale, Michigan 49242

hillsdale.edu
(517) 607-2327

admissions@hillsdale.edu

Developing 
  the mind. 

Improving 
  the heart.

FOUNDED to provide 
“sound learning” in a way to help 
perpetuate the “inestimable 
blessings” of “civil and religious 
liberty and intelligent piety,” 
Hillsdale College prepares students 
to become leaders worthy of their 
heritage. Guided by a teaching 
faculty dedicated to the pursuit of 
truth, students gain a rich 
understanding of what freedom 
means, and of what is needed to 
preserve it. Simply put, Hillsdale 
College offers the very best in a 
classical, liberal arts education.



InTercollegIaTe STudIeS InSTITuTe

mission Statement
iSi was founded in 1953 to further in successive generations of ameri-

can college students a better understanding of the economic, political, 

and moral principles that sustain a free and humane society. With iSi’s 

volunteer representatives at over 900 colleges, and with more than 

65,000 iSi student and faculty members on virtually every campus in 

the country, iSi directs thousands of young people each year to a wide 

array of educational programs that deepen their understanding of the 

american ideal of ordered liberty.

 iSi annually conducts over 300 educational programs around the 

country, including lectures, debates, student conferences, and summer 

schools. iSi also offers graduate fellowships for aspiring college teachers 

and distributes more than three million copies of iSi books, journals, 

and affiliated student newspapers on college and university campuses. 

these programs work at different levels and in different ways to nur-

ture in the rising generation an appreciation of our nation’s founding 

principles—limited government, individual liberty, the rule of law, a 

free market economy, personal responsibility, and moral standards.

 iSi is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, tax-exempt educational organiza-

tion. the institute receives no funding or any other aid from any level 

of the government.



In hIS 2003 hISTory  of the intercollegiate Studies insti-

tute, lee edwards writes that “it is the duty of iSi to remind conservatives that 

in politics, there are no permanent victories or defeats, only permanent things 

like wisdom, courage, prudence, and justice.” During the past year, our na-

tion has seen immense change politically, economically, and culturally.  little 

seems permanent.  yet this upheaval in the world around us has reinforced the 

work and mission of iSi. We are devoted to teaching and promoting those 

things that are permanent—wisdom, courage, prudence, justice—and those 

things that are essential to the maintenance of a free and ordered society. We, 

like most nonprofits—like most americans, really—have seen our share of 

challenges in the past twelve months. But we remain as committed as ever to 

providing the rising generation of americans with a better understanding of 

the economic, political, and moral principles that sustain a free and humane 

society. the following pages provide an overview of how we do this through 

our programming and publications, as well as a more detailed look at our 

achievements during the 2008–9 academic year.

Aannual revIew
2008–9

InTercollegIaTe STudIeS InSTITuTe

SummeR 2009  •  19



P PrograMS

faculty committed to furthering the iSi mission at 
their own college or university also can choose to 
become Campus representatives, iSi volunteers, or 
faculty associates. these more involved members 
organize reading and discussion groups, promote 
iSi publications and programs, and arrange addi-
tional campus events such as lectures and debates to 
introduce their colleagues to the work and mission 
of the institute.
 this year, iSi also established the regional 
ambassadors Program. nine of our most devoted 
Campus representatives directed a variety of con-
centrated outreach activities within eight specific 
geographic areas. their efforts yielded several thou-
sand new iSi members and also contributed to a 
40% increase in the number of iSi campus groups. 
these groups read and discuss iSi titles (which iSi 
provides at no cost), host iSi-related events, and are 
eligible to receive free monthly “media bundles,” 
which contain nearly a dozen current publications 
such as National Review, First Things, and the Cla-
remont Review of Books.
 e-membership also allowed iSi’s staff to do 
more with less in these trying financial times. Use 
of e-mail and the internet enabled us to reach a 
broader and more diverse population, ranging 
from the conventional iSi student and faculty 
members to high school teachers and students to 
new non-academic audiences, such as recent gradu-
ates and young professionals. these non-academic 
members—combined with the more than 11,000 
new academic members—make for a total of over 
15,000 new members this year. We continue to do 
all that we can to expand our membership both 
within—and outside of—the university walls.

10,000

5,000

2006–7 2007–8 2008–9

membership
as the base of iSi’s educational programming, mem-
bership provides students and faculty nationwide 
with a free subscription to the Intercollegiate Review, 
as well as invitations to iSi-sponsored lectures, 
conferences, and other special events. Students and 

ISI’s staff visits dozens of college campuses each year, recruiting new students 
and faculty and providing those who are already members with ISI books, 
journals, and other programmatic materials. Here, ISI program officers 
meet with student members from Grove City College. 

          “ISI is a rope with which students can pull themselves 
out of the quicksand of secular liberal academia.”

–iSi honors fellow, University of virginia                                                          

4,238

9,008

11,471

annual IncreaSe of ISI’S

academic membership

For the second year in a row, ISI saw an annual increase of more than 
20% in our academic (current student and faculty) members. The total 
increase in membership—counting alumni, young professionals, and 
other non-academic new members—was more than 15,000 this year.



lectures
iSi’s lecture program goes back to the institute’s 
earliest days, when William f. Buckley Jr. and e. 
victor milione—each of whom served as iSi’s 
president—were touring campuses providing “a 
thoughtful examination of the individualist alterna-
tive,” as Buckley put it, on campuses overrun with 
socialist thought. today, iSi’s lecture program exists 
for much the same reason: to provide an alterna-
tive to the liberal monologue of american higher 
education.
 in addition to our usual robust lineup of notable 
scholars, authors, and public intellectuals (see right), 
iSi brought a new presentation format to campuses 
this year. many iSi lecturers are renowned classroom 
teachers who regularly are lauded for changing lives. 
rather than scheduling only one large lecture for 
these speakers, iSi began pairing the public evening 
lecture with a daylong seminar attended by a select 
group of fifteen to twenty students. this new format 
allowed top professors to bring their life-changing 
“classroom” to new campuses, where students had 
an extended opportunity to reflect upon perennial 
ideas and interact with talented faculty whom they 
otherwise did not know. 
 in march, Peter augustine lawler gave friday 
and Saturday presentations at Bowdoin College on 
“the greatness and misery of modern freedom,” 
and in april, James kurth of Swarthmore College 
presented at the University of virginia on “Western 
values and the new global Depression.” after the 
lawler lectures, a Bowdoin student observed, “this 
event again showed that there is something about 
iSi programs that can craft souls in a way that oth-
ers cannot.” in virginia, the student participants 
lamented that one day was not nearly long enough 

a SelecTIon of 
2008–9 iSi lectures
The West and the Rest: Globalization and the Terrorist Threat
roger Scruton, philosopher and political theorist
University of texas–austin   •   austin, tX

Religion and Europe
Bart Jan Spruyt, edmund Burke foundation, netherlands
Duke University   •   Durham, nC

It Takes a Family to Raise a Village
Jennifer roback morse, ruth institute
University of tulsa   •   tulsa, ok

When Did America Become a City on the Hill?
richard gamble, hillsdale College 
University of California–Berkeley   •   Berkeley, Ca

The Future of American Conservatism
george h. nash, author and historian
roanoke College   •   Salem, va

The Gathering Storm in the Age of Obama: 
Challenges and Opportunities
rick Santorum, former U.S. senator 
Stanford University   •   Palo alto, Ca

Ignoring the Natural Law and Why That’s a Bad Idea
J. Budziszewski, University of texas–austin
University of Delaware   •   newark, De

Men of Great Faith: What the Anti-Federalists Were For
Patrick Deneen, georgetown University
University of notre Dame law School   •   South Bend, in

Science, Philosophy, and Religion in the Embryo Debate
robert P. george, Princeton University
louisiana State University   •   Baton rouge, la

Understanding Radical Islam
Paul marshall, Center for religious freedom, hudson institute
Dartmouth College   •   hanover, nh

The Role of Government in a Free Society: 
What Our Colleges Teach and Don’t Teach
Walter e. Williams, george mason University
grove City College   •   grove City, Pa

ISI’s Regional Ambassadors Program kicked 
off with a conference at the home of Russell 
Kirk in Mecosta, Michigan.

In December, ISI author Edward E. Ericson Jr. lectured at Baylor 
University on Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn and then continued the discus-
sion with students well after his talk.

Rick Santorum, senior fellow at the Eth-
ics and Public Policy Center, spoke at 
Stanford University in March. 



to discuss all of the material that they wanted to 
cover with Dr. kurth. given the success of these 
new events, this format will surely be emulated next 
year.

 
   

  iSi also expanded its John m. olin online 
lecture library over the course of the year, video 
taping over twenty new lectures and audio record-
ing an additional twenty. this online accessibility 
enables iSi to reach an even broader audience with 
its educational programming. on average, over 
5,400 lectures are listened to or downloaded from 
iSi’s website each week. 

Debates
the Cicero’s Podium Debate Series, now in its fifth 
year, has proven to be an invaluable means of in-
troducing iSi to students, faculty, and community 
members who would otherwise likely never hear of 

or participate in our educational programming. De-
voted to elevating and exemplifying civil discussion 
while also promoting genuine intellectual diversity 
on college campuses, the debates draw large, diverse 
crowds while addressing the question “What is the 
role of government in a free society?” in light of cur-
rent policy, cultural, economic, and social issues.
 iSi organized six debates this academic year, 
with topics ranging from freedom and virtue in the 
presidential election to the morality of embryonic 
stem cell research. one of the most anticipated events 
included former University of Colorado professor 
Ward Churchill and conservative author Dinesh 
D’Souza debating “Western Civilization: oppression 
or emancipation?” at Stanford University. 
 in february, amherst’s hadley arkes, author 
of Natural Rights and the Right to Choose, debated 
Pepperdine’s Douglas kmiec, author of Can a 
Catholic Support Him?: Asking the Big Question 
about Barack Obama, on abortion and “america’s 
Central idea” at villanova University. hundreds of 
students, faculty, and community members were in 
attendance. Said one student at the conclusion of 
the event: “this debate on abortion and what we 
mean by the ‘right to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness’ is a dialogue that must be continued. 
if today’s college students are to form an intellec-
tually honest position on abortion—and in order 
to understand the principles of liberty in a free 
society—they must be exposed to both sides of the 
debate in a serious manner such as this, something 
apart from the run-of-the-mill political rhetoric we 
have been accustomed to hearing.”
 this debate and several others are available 
through iSi’s John m. olin online lecture library, 

Author Jennifer Roback Morse spoke on 
“Freedom, the Family, and the Market” at 
the University of the Pacific in December.

The Stanford Western civilization debate between Dinesh 
D’Souza, left, and Ward Churchill, right, can be viewed in full 
at www.isi.org/lectures/lectures.aspx.

Hadley Arkes of Amherst College debated the right 
to life with Douglas Kmiec of Pepperdine Univer-
sity at Villanova University in February.

In April, James Kurth, professor of political science at Swarthmore College, 
led a daylong student seminar at the University of Virginia on “Western 
Values and the New Global Depression.” He also lectured on the topic the 
evening before for faculty, students, and local community members.

22  •  www.ISI.oRg



thus increasing the “audience” of each event while 
also adding to the complimentary resources that iSi 
makes available to any interested individual through 
www.isi.org.
  

Conferences
for decades, iSi conferences have provided a unique 
opportunity for students, faculty, and community 
members to engage in a critical assessment of peren-
nial ideas, connect with like-minded peers, and in-
teract with leading conservative authors and scholars. 
Whether they last for a few hours or a full weekend, 
iSi conferences often are hailed as highly formative 
experiences inspiring intellectual, academic, and 
professional growth in all who participate.
 iSi hosted numerous daylong conferences 
throughout the country this year (see right). at-
tendees parted with such comments as: “it was such 
a pleasure to be among like-minded thinkers and 
to be reminded that there are other conservatives 
in academia” (Seattle), and “as a newcomer to iSi, 
i cannot help but feel compelled to go back. few 
other organizations could provide such a spirited 
and thought-provoking debate on one of the critical 
topics of our time” (Stanford).
 in addition to these daylong events, iSi also 
continued to partner with liberty fund to host 
twelve weekend colloquia for our top undergradu-
ate and graduate student members. topics included 
“modern american Conservatism,” “executive 
Power in the United States Constitution,” and 
“liberty and the rise and Decline of Civilizations” 
at locations such as Philadelphia, San Diego, and 
Baltimore. 

a SelecTIon of 
2008–9 iSi Conferences
Islam and the West
the inn at rancho Santa fe   •   rancho Santa fe, Ca

Prospects for Conservatism 
interContinental mark hopkins   •   San francisco, Ca

The Crisis of Western Education 
fairmont olympic hotel   •   Seattle, Wa

America in the Clash of Civilizations 
Stanford faculty Club   •   Stanford, Ca 

The Next American Conservatism?
yale University   •   new haven, Ct

The Roots of American Order 
the adolphus hotel   •   Dallas, tX

Top: In March, students from Patrick Henry College traveled to ISI’s Wilm-
ington, Delaware, headquarters for a daylong conference. Above: In February, 
ISI hosted a panel discussion on the legacy of William F. Buckley Jr. at the 
Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Washington, D.C. 
There were many questions from the standing-room-only crowd.

T “ThRough ITS ConfeRenCeS, publICaTIonS, and oTheR 
ReSouRCeS, ISI SuppoRTS all STudenTS In TheIR puRSuIT of boTh 

InTelleCTual exCellenCe and vIRTue, a CombInaTIon 
ofTen loST on unIveRSITy CampuSeS Today.”

 –iSi member, valparaiso University



ISI’s 2008–9 Western Civilization Scholars, supported by the Lee and Ra-
mona Bass Foundation, hail from colleges and universities such as Yale, the 
University of Virginia, Dartmouth, Northwestern, Amherst, and Duke.

Christopher lacaria harvard unIverSITy 
“my academic experience with iSi has been nothing short of incredible. it has been singu-
larly formative in my intellectual growth during college, and i am quite appreciative. iSi 
has provided a most necessary supplement to my often-lacking classroom education. as 
graduation looms, as does my exit—at least for the time being—from leisurely reflection 
and intellectual pursuits, i have been reflecting often on the past four years. i esteem the 
honors Program in particular, but also the ongoing interaction with iSi people and ideas, 
among the most important highlights of that time. accordingly, i want to thank you for 
iSi’s generosity and clarity of purpose.”

Christopher is a 2006–7 Honors Fellow and 2008 recipient of ISI’s Richard and Helen DeVos 
Freedom Center Leadership Award. He also has been involved with the harvard Salient, an 
opinion journal that is part of ISI’s Collegiate Network.

I “ISI haS InTRoduCed me To ThInKeRS, ThemeS, IdeaS, and 
people I would neveR have been expoSed To. IT haS made me a 

ShaRpeR ThInKeR and moRe well-Rounded peRSon. ”

–iSi honors fellow, hampden-Sydney College

honors Program
this year, fifty of the nation’s most promising un-
dergraduate students were selected to participate 
in iSi’s prestigious honors Program. the yearlong 
mentorship program begins with a weeklong intel-
lectual retreat, which was held in Québec City, 
Canada, and organized around the theme “Civi-
lization and Civilizations: the West in Context.” 

iSi faculty members from a variety of academic 
disciplines led lectures and discussion groups on 
topics such as “the Christian roots of Western 
Civilization” and “the Clash of Civilizations in the 
middle ages.” Students also studied classic texts by 
t. S. eliot, Pierre manent, and richard Weaver. at 
the conclusion of the week, one Providence College 
junior wrote to iSi: “i have long been a conservative, 
and i have always been a devotee of the liberal arts, 
but not until this summer did i catch a glorious 
glimpse of the common ground between the two. 
i feel as though i have been awakened to another 
world of thought.”
 the retreat, however, marks only the beginning 
of the yearlong program. each fellow is assigned a 
faculty mentor who provides academic and career 
guidance as well as additional directed study in the 
achievements of the West. fellows and mentors stay 
in touch via an online listserv, individual meetings, 
and attendance at additional iSi conferences. 
 honors Program alumni have gone on to 
achieve great success in both academic and public 



Fellows studied classic texts by 
T. S. Eliot, Pierre Manent, 
and Richard Weaver.

The Honors Program provides numerous opportunities for 
students to interact with top ISI faculty. Here, fellows meet 
with Bradley C. S. Watson of St. Vincent University.

Russell Hittinger, author of the ISI Books title the first grace: 
rediscovering the natural law in a Post-Christian World, 
is one of dozens of Honors Program faculty mentors.

institutions, bringing much-needed balance to 
american universities and civil society. in an inter-
view last fall, heath P. tarbert, lawyer and former 
clerk for Supreme Court Justice Clarence thomas, 
stated that “the iSi honors Program was among the 
most rewarding endeavors of my collegiate years.” 
almost fifteen years after his tenure as an honors 
fellow, he recalls how “iSi introduced me to ideas 
that have profoundly shaped my intellectual de-
velopment. Some of those ideas had an immediate 
impact, while i have come fully to appreciate other 
principles only with time.” 

fellowships
in 1965, iSi began awarding the richard m. Weaver 
fellowship to assist future professors committed to 
teaching the liberal arts. today, iSi awards multiple 
other graduate fellowships as well, all with the in-
tention of reseeding the academy with professors 
devoted to the principles of Western civilization. 
this year, iSi awarded ten Weaver fellowships to 
students attending several major universities, includ-
ing oxford University, the University of Chicago, 
and the University of notre Dame. two Western 
Civilization fellowships were granted to doctoral 
students at villanova University and the University 
of texas, and the henry Salvatori fellowship was 
awarded to a doctoral student at georgetown Uni-
versity. award recipients come from diverse humani-
ties backgrounds, including government, political 
theory, philosophy, english, and theology.
 iSi’s William e. Simon fellowship for noble 
Purpose continues to grow in stature, with a 17% 
rise in application submissions this year. the 

Culture of enterprise
2008 STudenT eSSay conTeST

iSi’s Culture of enterprise initiative annually sponsors an inter-
national student essay contest on the topic “Can Character and 
Communities Survive in an age of globalization?” awarding 
almost $20,000 in prize money, the contest is designed to encour-
age students to reflect on the relationship between free enterprise 
and the institutions and mores that define a particular culture.

first Place   •   Brian Douglass, tennessee tech. University
Community and Character: The Threat from Globalization

Second Place   •   amy gabriel, tyndale University
Globalization: Two Alternate Visions

third Place   •   karl gregory, Central michigan University
Maintaining Character and Community in the Age of 
Globalization

fourth Place   •   Christopher higgins, harvard University
The Marketplace of Sameness: The Struggle for Character and 
Community in an Age of Globalization

fifth Place   •   trevor Shunk, hillsdale College
The Crisis of Our Age: The Family in an Age of Globalization

for more information on iSi’s Culture of enterprise initiative 
and to read these winning essays, please visit:

Cultureofenterprise.org

$40,000 unrestricted cash grant—open to graduat-
ing college seniors who have demonstrated passion, 
dedication, a high capacity for self-direction, and 
originality in pursuit of a goal that will strengthen 
civil society—went to andrew Boyd, a graduate of 
the University of michigan, who intends to develop 
a micro-credit program in rural areas of honduras 
to enable villagers to further their industries through 
free-market strategies.



works to raise the level of discourse on our nation’s 
campuses while providing an outlet for students to 
keep their faculty and administrations honest. 
 as an independent voice on the campus, Cn 
papers resist and expose the orthodoxy of political 
correctness in academia and present a standard of 
responsible journalism—thereby grooming the next 
generation of journalists. two of the most notable 
Cn stories covered this past year were the Wabash 
Phoenix’s reporting on the administration’s neglect 
of university safety policies which was potentially 
putting students at risk and the Boston College 
Observer bringing attention to a faculty effort to 
remove the crucifixes from the classrooms at that 
Jesuit university. the Observer revealed that there 
was no student support for the crusade against the 
cross, and as a result of their reporting, mainstream 
Boston-area media picked up on the story.

Conferences
the Cn annually conducts several conferences 
and events to both train student journalists and 
provide them with networking opportunities among 
Cn speakers, students, and alumni. last summer, 
the Cn hosted seven major events, including the 
eighth annual geo-Strategic Journalism Course in 
Prague and the annual Start the Presses Seminar for 
those preparing to establish a student newspaper on 
their campus. over the school year, the Cn also 
conducted two editors Conferences. the Western 
division conference in Scottsdale, arizona, featured 
presentations by author m. Stanton evans, John J. 
miller of National Review, and martin Singerman of 
news Corporation. Speakers at the eastern division 

Jordan Fabian, left, editor of the Cornell review, and Robert Menje,  
right, editor of the Binghamton review, both spoke on a student panel 
during the CN’s Eastern division Editors Conference in November.

newspapers
the Collegiate network (Cn) was established in 
1979 to focus public awareness on the politiciza-
tion of american college and university classrooms 
and student life, as well as the resulting decline of 
educational standards. With a network of 113 stu-
dent newspapers free of university control, the Cn 

CcollegIaTe neTwork

  “The Collegiate Network has provided me with excellent opportunities to gain 
invaluable experience in the field of journalism while still a student.”

–Cn editor, College of William & mary

collegIaTe neTwork

Websites
the Cn maintains three websites: the Cn’s general website, 
CAMPUS magazine online, and the national Security 
online resource Center, all of which were relaunched this 
year with a sleeker, more user-friendly format.

Collegiatenetwork.org 
Campusmagazine.org
nSorC.org



conference in Charlotte, north Carolina, included 
Cn alumnus Peter thiel of Clarium Capital man-
agement, and David rhodes, then-vice president 
of foX news. 

fellowships
in addition to all of the training that takes place at 
Cn conferences and through the day-to-day opera-
tion of an independent student newspaper, the Cn 
also helps to recruit and prepare the next generation 
of professional journalists through our internship 
and fellowship programs. By placing the best and 
brightest young journalists in substantial positions, 
we help our students translate the skills they have 
developed on campus into the mainstream media. 
 the Cn sponsored seven yearlong fellowships 
this year at such publications as the American Spec-
tator, Roll Call, USA Today, the Weekly Standard, 
and radio free europe/radio liberty (Prague). 
the Cn also sponsored nine summer internships 
at the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, the New York Post, 
the Detroit News, the Hill, National Review, radio 
america, the Washington Examiner, the Baltimore 
Examiner, and the Washington Times. During the 
summer of 2008, these Cn interns and fellows 
produced more than 220 by-lined clips. 

a SelecTIon of 
2008–9 Cn Papers
for a full listing of Cn member papers, please visit
Collegiatenetwork.org

Binghamton University   •   The Binghamton Review
Boston College   •   The Observer at Boston College
Brown University   •   The Brown Spectator
Bucknell University   •   The Counterweight
Claremont College   •   The Claremont Independent
College of William & mary   •   The Virginia Informer
Cornell University   •   The Cornell Review
Dartmouth College   •   The Dartmouth Review
Davidson College   •   The Davidson Reader
gonzaga University   •   The Gonzaga Witness
harvard University   •   The Harvard Salient
ohio State University   •   The Sentinel
Portland State University    •   The Portland Spectator
Princeton University   •   The Princeton Tory
Stanford University   •   The Stanford Review
University of California–Berkeley   •   The California Patriot
University of California–riverside    •   The Praetorian
University of California–San Diego   •   The Triton
University of Chicago   •   The Midway Review
University of Delaware   •   The Lamplighter
University of michigan   •   The Michigan Review
University of north Carolina    •   The Carolina Review
University of notre Dame   •   The Irish Rover
University of oregon   •   The Oregon Commentator
University of tulsa   •   Sixthirtyone
University of virginia   •   The Virginia Advocate
University of West virginia   •   The Mountaineer Jeffersonian
vanderbilt University   •   The Vanderbilt Torch
villanova University   •   The Villanova Times
Wabash College   •   The Wabash Commentary
Wabash College   •   The Phoenix
yale University   •   Light & Truth 

Students relish the opportunity 
to learn from other independent 
papers across the country.

Phillip Chalk, design director for the Weekly Standard, dis-
cussed the technical aspects of how a paper is put together and 
how to make a publication readable and marketable.

Emily Karrs, associate editor for national review, 
spoke about editing to CN summer interns and year-
long fellows during a training seminar in April.
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 the latest edition of iSi’s critically acclaimed 
Choosing the Right College will go on sale this July. 
its companion website, Collegeguide.org, has 
been completely upgraded this year. the site now 
offers profiles of more than 200 schools, a wealth 
of multimedia materials, and access to important 
resources such as iSi’s Student guides to the major 
Disciplines. the website is an indispensable resource 
for students and parents who want to know what 
really goes on at america’s top colleges.
 By integrating iSi books into its educational 
program, marketing, and development efforts, iSi 
is exponentially multiplying its impact on college 
campuses and among the general public. 

Journals
iSi publishes three scholarly journals, each with its 
own venerable tradition: the Intercollegiate Review, 
iSi’s flagship journal, sent to all iSi faculty and 
student members free of charge; Modern Age, a quar-
terly forum founded more than a half century ago 
by russell kirk; and the Political Science Reviewer, 
an annual journal of political philosophy.

iSi Books
as america’s premier high-quality publisher of 
conservative thought, iSi Books remains committed 
to preserving and exploring the economic, political, 
and moral principles that sustain a free and humane 
society.
 among the more than twenty books published 
over the past year (see opposite page), the most 
popular was robert h. Bork’s A Time to Speak—the 
definitive work by one of the country’s preemi-
nent legal thinkers and cultural critics. the book 
received significant national media coverage, with 
favorable reviews in the Weekly Standard, the New 
Criterion, and the Washington Times, as well as 
serious attention from C-SPan, foX news, and 
dozens of top radio programs. 
 this past year also marked the debut of iSi’s 
lives of the founders, hailed by redState.org as 
“a superb new historical series.” additionally, the 
anthology Arguing Conservatism: Four Decades of 
the intercollegiate review—edited by iSi’s mark C. 
henrie—presented compelling evidence that with 
the Intercollegiate Review, iSi has nurtured some 
of the most insightful and persuasive conservative 
thinking of the past forty years.

P PublIcaTIonS

          “ISI Books is without question one of the most 
important publishers in America.”

–rod Dreher, Dallas Morning News



a SelecTIon of 
new iSi Books titles
Arguing Conservatism: Four Decades of the intercollegiate 
review   •   edited by mark C. henrie 

Unjust Justice: Against the Tyranny of International Law   •   
Chantal Delsol

Tradition: Concept and Claim   •   Josef Pieper

Eliot and His Age: T. S. Eliot’s Moral Imagination in the 
Twentieth Century   •   russell kirk

The Soul and Barbed Wire: An Introduction to Solzhenitsyn   •   
edward e. ericson Jr. and alexis klimoff

Forgotten Founder, Drunken Prophet: 
The Life of Luther Martin   •   Bill kauffman

An Incautious Man: The Life of Gouverneur Morris   •   
melanie randolph miller

Robert Frost: The Poet as Philosopher   •   Peter Stanlis

Defending the Republic: Constitutional Morality in a Time 
of Crisis: Essays in Honor of George W. Carey   •   edited by 
Bruce frohnen and kenneth grasso

Alien Powers: The Pure Theory of Ideology   •   
kenneth minogue

How to Be an Intellectually Fulfilled Atheist (Or Not)   •   
William Dembski and Jonathan Wells

The Wreck of Western Culture: Humanism Revisited   •   
John Carroll

The Tyranny of Liberalism: Understanding and Overcoming 
Administered Freedom, Inquisitorial Tolerance, and Equality by 
Command   •   James kalb

George Kennan: A Writing Life   •   lee Congdon

A Time to Speak: Selected Writings and Arguments   •   
robert h. Bork

In Defense of Religious Liberty   •   David novak

Living Constitution, Dying Faith: Progressivism and the New 
Science of Jurisprudence   •   Bradley C. S. Watson

The Great Books: A Journey through 2,500 Years of the West’s 
Classic Literature   •   anthony o’hear

Miss Betsey: A Memoir of Marriage   •   eugene D. genovese

ISI Books titles are regularly distributed to 
our students for reading individually or as 
part of a campus discussion group.

One of the highlights of attending an ISI conference is the opportunity to 
browse and purchase dozens of ISI books and journals. Journal articles can 
also be read or downloaded through www.isi.org.

Many ISI donors and students 
first encounter ISI through an 
ISI book.

 this year iSi published an “orientation” issue of 
the Intercollegiate Review (IR), aimed at introducing 
newcomers to iSi’s focused areas of inquiry with clas-
sic essays by thinkers such as richard Weaver, m. e. 
Bradford, and roger Scruton. in the spring, iSi also 
launched the “digital” IR, e-mailing the content of 
the upcoming issue to thousands of students, faculty, 
and other iSi members. this new initiative allows us 
to reach far more readers than ever before with hardly 
any extra expense, while also delivering the IR to 
students through their favored medium—online.
 in his first year as editor of Modern Age, r. v. 
young has done an admirable job of maintaining 
strong continuity with the journal’s longstanding 
traditions and ethos, while also introducing two 
exciting new features: a poetry section and a “Docu-
mentation” section which translates significant es-
says, lectures, and statements from writers abroad.
 the Political Science Reviewer, meanwhile, re-
mains a beacon in the often-murky world of profes-
sional political science journals. Unencumbered by 
any of the reigning orthodoxies, the PSR welcomes 
the evidence of empirical study, but upholds the 
primacy of theoretical understanding. 



rigorous tutorials in each of iSi’s six broad catego-
ries of inquiry: Western civilization, the american 
experience, free markets and civil society, america’s 
security and role in the world, american conserva-
tive thought, and higher education and the liberal 
arts. Carefully crafted with the aid of leading schol-
ars, each short course features an orientation essay 
providing a critical overview of the subject and 
directing readers to more than a hundred support-
ing resources, a full syllabus with lessons featuring 
readings and discussion questions, and a final quiz. 
anyone who completes a short course and passes the 
quiz will receive official certification from iSi.
 first Principles is updated daily with feature 
articles, excerpts from iSi Books titles, articles from 
iSi’s journals, and entries from American Conserva-
tism: An Encyclopedia. it also provides full access to 
the archives of the Intercollegiate Review, Modern 
Age, and Political Science Reviewer—more than 
fifty years’ worth of top conservative scholarship. 
in short, first Principles exposes readers to liberty’s 
central thinkers, ideas, and texts.

Collegeguide.org
Collegeguide.org helps students select the right 
college and navigate the undergraduate experience 
to get the very best that each school has to offer. the 
site, which allows users to purchase individual pro-
files of schools or to buy an all-access pass, features 
profiles of more than 200 colleges, up 30% since last 
fall. We have likewise augmented the site’s interac-
tive elements by enhancing such important features 
as “ask the editor,” where lead editor John zmirak 
responds to parents’ and students’ questions.

www.isi.org
more attention than ever was paid to iSi’s online 
presence this year. iSi lectures are being streamed or 
downloaded from www.isi.org at a rate of roughly 
5,400 per week, and archived journal articles are  
being downloaded at a similar rate. these figures 
reveal a hidden reality: web activity constitutes, in 
effect, a “second iSi,” daily reaching audiences as 
large—or  possibly even larger—than our live pro-
grams. given the major educational arm that they 
have become, several iSi websites saw significant 
improvements this year.

firstPrinciples
Journal.com
first Principles is iSi’s new web journal which hosts 
iSi’s “short courses”—accessible yet intellectually 

OonlIne educaTIon
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          “Congratulations on producing an outstanding and intellectually
stimulating website. There is simply not enough time in my

day to read, listen, and learn all that you offer.”
–iSi member, U.S. marine Corps



americanCivic
literacy.org
americanCivicliteracy.org is generating demand 
for improved college courses by transmitting iSi’s 
scientific research results on the civic value added 
by a college education. the website was visited by 
more than 1.3 million people this year, with over 
600,000 of them taking the thirty-three-question 
survey that was used for iSi’s 2008 civic literacy 
report. the site details iSi’s explosive findings about 
higher education’s failure to teach america’s history 
and institutions and suggests ways in which all 
americans can participate in a growing movement 
to ensure that our young people are prepared for 
lives as active and engaged citizens. 

lehrman.isi.org
lehrman.isi.org deepens the impact of the faculty 
development program deployed by iSi’s lehrman 
american Studies Center by providing all iSi fac-
ulty members access to online teaching resources  
for college courses which address the foundational 
principles of our republic. Professors may also share 
course syllabi and teaching practices as well as col-
laborate on scholarly research projects and discuss 
matters pertaining to professional and curricular 
development. Says Phillip hamilton, professor of 
history at Christopher newport University, “this 
website is one of the most significant teaching inno-
vations i have seen in my career. it puts a vast array of 
important historical sources at my fingertips. it also 
permits me to learn how other professors approach 
certain topics, develop assignments, and select read-
ings. By integrating the best ideas and sources into 
my own classroom, it helps keep my teaching fresh 
and up-to-date with contemporary scholarship.”

a SelecTIon of 
iSi Debates and lectures
available to listen to for free at 
www.isi.org/lectures/lectures.aspx
Economic Freedom in an Age of Bailouts   •   
larry kudlow, CnBC’s Kudlow & Company

Western Civilization: Oppression or Emancipation?   •   
Dinesh D’Souza, author, vs. Ward Churchill, political activist

What Hath Athens to Do with Wall Street?: How the Ancients 
Help Us to Understand the Free Market   •   Bruce S. thornton, 
fresno State University

Is Culture a Thing of the Past?   •   anthony esolen, Providence 
College

On Education: Four Simple Truths for Bringing America’s 
Schools Back to Reality   •   Charles murray,  american 
enterprise institute

The Reading Room: On Being Overwhelmed by What Is to Be 
Known    •   James v. Schall S.J., georgetown University

Higher Education Reform: A View from the States   •   
David Brooks, author

A Secular Age   •   Charles taylor, recipient of iSi’s 2008 
henry Paolucci/Walter Bagehot Book award

The Acids of Modernity: Can the West Defend Itself?    •   
ted v. mcallister, Pepperdine University

America’s Judeo-Christian History   •   Bradley J. Birzer, 
hillsdale College

Stuck with Freedom and Virtue   •   Peter augustine lawler, 
Berry College

Economic Liberty and the Culture of Free Enterprise   •   
John m. templeton Jr., John templeton foundation

Islam and the West: Clash of Civilizations?    •   hamid Dabashi, 
Columbia University, vs. raymond ibrahim, author

Religion and Cultural Conflict in Europe    •   Bart Jan Spruyt, 
edmund Burke foundation, netherlands

One ISI member recently praised ISI for having “the deepest, most complete 
conservative intellectual website in existence.”

At the American Historical Association meeting this winter, ISI staff drew 
attention to the new faculty resource center at Lehrman.isi.org.



Fail the Test of Civic Literacy. t. kenneth Cribb Jr., 
lt. general Josiah Bunting iii, eugene hickok, 
and author David Brooks, among others, offered 
remarks at a press conference and luncheon at the 
national Press Club in Washington, D.C.
 Seventy-one percent of americans failed the 
basic test, with an overall mean score of 49%. less 
than half of all americans could name the three 
branches of the federal government. among the 
more notable findings were that college added very 
little to civic knowledge; elected officials scored 5% 
lower than the general public; and watching more 
television—including tv news—tended to reduce 
a person’s civic knowledge.  
 national media of all forms covered the 2008 
civic literacy report. there have been more than 
440 original articles in print, including a write up 
in USA Today and op-eds by syndicated columnists 
such as Cal thomas and Walter Williams; coverage 
by over 250 blogs; dozens of television segments 
including aBC, CBS, 
and Cnn affiliates; and 
six national television 
interviews, including 
C-SPan’s Washington 
Journal, FOX & Friends, 
and Cnn’s American 
Morning. news of iSi’s 
report has reached an 
estimated audience of 
over 430 million peo-
ple. 
 as a result, more 
than 1.3 million people 

american Civic 
literacy Program
in 2003, iSi launched the american Civic literacy 
Program to study and strengthen the teaching of 
america’s history and institutions at the collegiate 
level. in 2006 and 2007, the program published the 
first ever scientific surveys of civic learning among 
college students. each year, approximately 14,000 
freshmen and seniors at fifty schools nationwide were 
given a sixty-question, multiple-choice exam on their 
basic knowledge of america’s heritage. Both years, the 
students failed, and at many schools such as yale, Cor-

nell, Duke, and Princeton, the freshmen did better 
than the seniors. this year, iSi sought to learn more 
about the real-world consequences of this collegiate 
failure by surveying a cross section of americans and 
then measuring the independent impact of college on 
the possession of civic literacy over a lifetime.
 on november 20, 2008, iSi released the results 
in a new report, Our Fading Heritage: Americans 

UunIverSITy STewardShIP

Lt. General Josiah Bunting III, chairman of ISI’s National Civic Literacy 
Board, spoke at the Washington, D.C., press conference for ISI’s third an-
nual civic literacy report, as did former U.S. deputy secretary of education 
Eugene Hickok, seated.

          “The Institute was a breath of fresh air, a rest from an academia 
stuck down narrow avenues of specialization and political correctness.”

–lehrman Summer institute fellow, Jacksonville State University
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americanCivicliteracy.org
lehrman.isi.org

All ISI faculty can use the Lehrman Center website, which includes 
teaching resources, social networking opportunities, and a blog for 
discussion and debate.

Participants in ISI’s fourth annual Lehrman American Studies Center Sum-
mer Institute came from schools such as Virginia Tech, Yale, the University of 
Texas–Austin, the University of Virginia, Notre Dame, Duke, and Baylor.

have visited iSi’s civic literacy website with over 
600,000 of them taking the thirty-three-question 
survey online. iSi also has received thousands of 
comments and requests from concerned citizens and 
teachers. our staff has been working with numer-
ous college presidents, university trustees, and state 
legislators to improve american higher education.

lehrman american 
Studies Center
iSi’s lehrman american Studies Center seeks to 
restore a college curriculum that effectively teaches 
america’s history and institutions. now in its fifth 
year of operation, the lehrman Center fulfills this 
mission by supporting entrepreneurial faculty who 
will advance the study of america’s heritage at col-
leges throughout the country. 
 last June, twenty-five young faculty members 
and advanced graduate students gathered at Princ-
eton University for the lehrman american Studies 
Center’s annual Summer institute. Drawn from a 
variety of disciplines, including history, politics, 
philosophy, economics, and literature—and from all 
types of institutions of higher education, including 
community colleges, traditional liberal arts colleges, 
ivy league universities, and state research institu-
tions—participants had an unique opportunity 
to share their insights on the overarching theme 
“american Statesmanship: founding Principles, his-
torical examples.” each year the aim of the institute 
is to help teachers develop and adopt intellectually 
serious, compelling, and philosophically engaging 
courses that address the foundational principles of 

the american republic. top conservative faculty 
such as hadley arkes (amherst), alan Charles kors 
(University of Pennsylvania), and robert P. george 
(Princeton) run workshops, deliver lectures, and 
spend time mentoring their younger peers. 
 Upon completing the Summer institute pro-
gram, participants receive an array of benefits and 
services, including professional support, networking 
events at professional conferences, and access to an 
online database of practical teaching advice and 
exemplary models. the lehrman Center’s website 
also acts as a hub for iSi faculty members, enabling 
and encouraging professors to take advantage of the 
full wisdom of the iSi community as they strive to 
become better teachers. 
 Programs of the lehrman american Studies 
Center have already produced tangible results. to 
date, Summer institute participants have developed 
and implemented fifty-two new courses that reach 
thousands of undergraduates per year at such schools 
as the University of virginia, Princeton, rhodes 
College, the University of texas–austin, and the vir-
ginia military institute. With 98% of these courses 
taught on a recurring basis (and more in the works), 
this approach to course development will introduce 
thousands of students to the ideals and institutions 
upon which our republic was founded.



nizations. to encourage and recognize our most 
devoted and generous benefactors, we launched 
the President’s Club last fall. members of the 
President’s Club play a vital role in the battle of ideas 
taking place on college campuses today by funding 
many of our core programs and also encouraging 
others, by example, to establish a pattern of strong 
annual giving. in the following pages, we would 
like to recognize all of those who have given to iSi 
at an exceptional level. 
 Supporters of iSi can rest assured that their 
investment in the institute is paying huge dividends 
in the lives of students across the country. With 
increased membership and a growing influence 
through our online resources, iSi is preserving and 
transmitting the principles of Western civilization 
while transforming the lives of countless college 
students—and keeping bright the flame of liberty 
in america. We thank you for your faithful support 
of this work.

as stated at the beginning of this 2008–9 annual 
review, we here at iSi—like most nonprofits and 
most americans—have seen our share of challenges 
in the past several months. however, as you have 
just read, our educational programs have been more 
robust than ever despite the troubled economy. 
living by the motto “do more with less,” we have 
worked diligently to be good stewards of the con-
tributions given to us by thousands of individuals 
and foundations from hawaii to maine and florida 
to Washington. even amid the uncertainties, our 
supporters have remained committed to the iSi 
mission, for which we are deeply grateful. those 
that financially support iSi realize the critical nature 
of our work and the longterm impact we are mak-
ing; considering the current economic and political 
climate, our mission of “educating for liberty” has 
never been more important. 
 this past year, iSi received support from over 
7,000 individuals, foundations, and other orga-

I InSTITuTIonal 
advanceMenT
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aequus institute
albert and ethel herzstein Charitable  
 foundation
anonymous
apgar foundation, inc.
arthur n. rupe foundation
Bell Charitable foundation
Ceres foundation
Charles and ann Johnson foundation
Chase foundation of virginia
Christendom College
Crystal trust
Dodge Jones foundation
earhart foundation
edgar and elsa Prince foundation
f. m. kirby foundation

family research Council
friedman foundation for educational 
 Choice
fund for american Studies
g. S. Schwartz & Co.
garvey kansas foundation
hillsdale College
honzel family foundation
J. W. and ida m. Jameson foundation
James Deering Danielson foundation
James e. and Constance l. Bell 
 foundation, inc.
Jerome v. Bruni foundation
John templeton foundation
Joyce and Donald rumsfeld foundation
ken W. Davis foundation

koret foundation 
law enforcement legal Defense fund
lehrman institute
liberty fund, inc.
lillian S. Wells foundation
lilly endowment, inc.
lincoln and therese filene 
 foundation, inc.
m. J. murdock Charitable trust
mcmeekin family trust
media research Center
milliken foundation
national association of Scholars
national review institute
neal and Jane freeman foundation
Pete morgan foundation

foundations and organizations



This Annual Review recognizes those individuals, foundations, and other organizations who contributed to ISI during the fiscal year 
beginning April 1, 2008, and ending March 31, 2009, or who otherwise gave a gift qualifying them for current membership in The 
President’s Club. Every effort has been made to insure the accuracy of this information, but—as it is with such lists—accuracy cannot 
be guaranteed. If you notice an error or omission, please notify Doug Schneider at (302) 524-6164 or dschneider@isi.org.

lifetime member
Total lifetime giving of $250,000 
or greater
anonymous
mr. and mrs. richard S. Bodman
mr. and mrs. J. Bayard Boyle Jr.
mr. gilbert i. Collins
Dr. anne Paolucci
hon. alfred S. regnery esq.
mr. and mrs. thomas a. Saunders iii
Dr. and Dr. John m. templeton Jr.
hon. and mrs. Wayne h. valis
mrs. marion g. Wells

egregia Cum laude
$100,000 pledge or $50,000+ outright
hon. and mrs. richard v. allen
Dr. John g. endriz
mr. and mrs. ed mcvaney
mr. John v. Saeman

Summa Cum laude
$50,000 pledge or $25,000+ outright
anonymous
mr. and mrs. edward l. hoffman Jr.
ms. linda noyes
mr. l. m. raring
mr. frederick W. Smith
mr. and mrs. John D. Weiss
ms. katherine m. Wilson

magna Cum laude
$25,000 pledge or $10,000+ outright
mr. george W. Bermant
mr. and mrs. taylor S. Bodman
mr. and mrs. John Bowen
mrs. elizabeth r. Bramwell
lt. general and mrs. Josiah Bunting iii
mr. and mrs. frederic h. Clark
Dr. and mrs. edwin J. feulner Jr.
mr. and mrs. foster S. friess
hon. and mrs. W. l. hanley Jr.
mr. John heald
mr. Charles r. hoogland
mr. and mrs. Peter o. lawson-Johnston
mr. michael J. lopitz
mr. and mrs. f. harvey Popell
mr. and mrs. norman yoerg

Continued on next page

the President’s Club

Philip m. mckenna foundation, inc.
Planned giving Solutions
Planning factory international
Precision marketing, inc.
richard and Barbara gaby foundation
ruth Camp Campbell foundation
Sarah Scaife foundation
Searle freedom trust
Shirley & Banister Public affairs
Social Philosophy & Policy Center
Stiles nicholson foundation
Stuart family foundation
Sunmark foundation
Don l. and Carol g. taylor family 
 foundation
the anschutz foundation
the armstrong foundation

the Carthage foundation
the Chisholm foundation
the Cortopassi institute
the Cortopassi family foundation
the george e. Coleman Jr. foundation
the gerardine laffey Connolly 
 foundation
the gilder foundation
the grover hermann foundation
the herbold foundation
the heritage foundation
the huston foundation
the Jm foundation
the John and Cree marshall foundation
the John William Pope foundation
the kathryn W. Davis foundation
the lee and ramona Bass foundation

the lynde & harry Bradley foundation
the Pierre f. and enid goodrich 
 foundation
the richard and helen Devos foundation
the roe foundation
the Samuel roberts noble foundation
the Sontheimer foundation
the Strake foundation
the thomas W. Smith foundation
the Winchester foundation
thomas more College of liberal arts
thornton D. & elizabeth S. hooper 
 foundation
triad foundation
William e. Simon foundation
Woodford foundation
Woodhouse family foundation



Cum laude
$10,000 pledge or $5,000+ outright

mr. Paul antle and mrs. ellen Barrosse 
mr. James l. Broadhead
mr. and mrs. roberts W. Brokaw iii
mr. and mrs. David v. Burgett
mr. James h. Burnley iv
mr. Walter Byers
mr. mark e. foster esq.
mr. Steve friess
mr. norman f. hapke
mr. and mrs. Paul hirshman
ms. noelie r. holtz
mr. lamar g. lay
ms. Belina l. lazzar
mr. William lowndes iii
mr. robert S. mcnish
mr. and mrs. robert B. morris
mr. and mrs. merrill S. moyer
mr. and mrs. Dennis m. o’Donnell
mr. and mrs. robert l. Paschall
mrs. Cleda Pattison
mr. and mrs. W. norman Phillips
mr. russell B. Pulliam
Dr. ion ratiu and Dr. Simone 
 Scumpia m.D.
mr. laurence h. Smead
mr. thomas f. Spencer
mr. and mrs. Samuel e. Walker
mr. and mrs. michael Winn
mr. richard a. young

traditional
$1,000+ annually

mr. Jerome t. abbott
mr. and mrs. george l. andersen
mr. robert a. anderson
mr. thomas P. atkins
mrs. ann n. Baker
mr. and mrs. J. robert Baur
mr. and mrs. Denis C. Beaumont
mr. Jack a. Belz
mr. and mrs. everett e. Berg

Dr. merry l. Bern
mr. Stanley J. Bernstein
mr. thomas h. Berreman
mr. Donald a. Best
mr. and mrs. Barry Binnion
mrs. georgina m. Bissell
mr. William h. Blohm
mrs. Jean C. Boggs
mr. albert C. Bostwick
mr. Charles W. Bower
rev. Clyde f. Bowie Jr.
mr. and mrs. Charles Brady
mr. and mrs. J. r. Brame iii
mr. lawrence i. Brandes
mr. John D. Burns
Dr. Jeffrey J. Cain
Prof. William m. Calder iii
mr. James J. Callan
mr. a. r. Callaway
mr. and mrs. W. W. Caruth iii
mr. giuseppe Cecchi
mr. Jac Chambliss
ms. Johanna Chase
hon. and mrs. Charles J. Cooper
mr. Paul Cooper
ms. anne Cooper
mr. and mrs. lammot Copeland Jr.
mr. Donald r. Coughanowr
mr. and mrs. garland S. Cox
mr. James C. Creigh
ms. mary Cressman
mr. Charles r. Crisp
Dr. nina Cunningham
mr. michael Curb
mr. William e. Curran
mr. and mrs. harold B. Curtis
mr. James Cusser
mr. m. a. Custer
mr. William D. Dahling
mr. Cranford Dalby
ms. Charlotte C. Danly
mr. and mrs. albin P. Dearing
mr. robert S. Demski m.D.
mr. edwin l. Devilbiss

Dr. John B. Ducote
mrs. Phil Duryee
mr. and mrs. William S. edgerly
mr. Jeffrey m. egan
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Profiled and celebrated by the New York Times, NPR, and the Chronicle of  
Philanthropy for its in-depth analysis, Charity Navigator is America’s premier 
evaluator of charities. And for the seventh consecutive year, they have awarded 
the intercollegiate studies institute their coveted four-star rating. 
 this four-star rating reflects isi’s “ability to efficiently manage and grow 
its finances” and its integrity and sound management. it is also a testament to 
the overall dedication and effectiveness of its employees. According to Charity 
Navigator, “only one percent of the charities we’ve rated have received at least 
seven consecutive four-star evaluations, indicating that the intercollegiate studies 
institute outperforms most charities in America in its efforts to operate in the 
most fiscally responsible way possible. this ‘exceptional’ designation from Char-
ity Navigator differentiates the intercollegiate studies institute from its peers and 
demonstrates to the public it is worthy of their trust.”

four Stars. 
Seven years in a row.
interCollegiate StUDieS inStitUte

72%
ContriBUtionS 

anD BeQUeStS

20%
ProgramS

6%
PUBliCationS 2%

enDoWment/
intereSt

16%
aDminiStrative/

DeveloPment

exPenSeS
fiscal year 2009

revenue
fiscal year 2009

84%
ProgramS

Audited financial statements are available upon request. To receive a copy, please contact Doug Schneider at 
(302) 524-6164 or dschneider@isi.org.



The laST woRd
by emily e. Smith, Dartmouth College

The Canon       laST woRd

my first experience with iSi was, if 

not divine providence, then dumb 

luck, and it actually occurred before 

i went to college. i, like many seventeen-year-olds, 

was trying to decide 

which colleges to 

apply to. i went to 

the local Barnes and 

noble and hunkered 

down with a cart-

load of all-too-clever 

and repetitious col-

lege guides, most of 

which were utterly 

useless. But then i 

came to iSi’s Choos-

ing the Right College. 

it was the only book 

that gave me a sense 

of the academic cul-

ture each college had 

to offer. after read-

ing through it and 

Emily accepted the Preston A. Wells Jr. 
Leadership Award at ISI’s Fourth 

Annual Dinner for Western 
Civilization this April.

deciding to visit Dartmouth, i bit the bullet, ap-

plied, and was accepted. 

 Upon arriving on campus, being a conservative 

took on a whole new meaning. i knew i was con-

servative in the sense that i was generally prudent, 

cautious, and skeptical of chichi causes and tie-dyed 

t-shirts—and that i understood the infinite value of 

tradition and the liberal arts—but i quickly realized 

that i needed to play intellectual catch-up. 

 as a staff writer for the Dartmouth Review, an 

iSi-supported independent student newspaper, i 

dove right into campus politics. the seniors on the 

Review would talk about figures i had never heard of 

or only knew in name. one day, i mustered up the 

courage to ask one of them how he knew so much 

about all this stuff. he was flipping through some 

mail and handed me an iSi postcard. “Sign up with 

these guys,” he said, “they have you read all the 

important books that all students—but especially 

all conservatives—should read.” 

 that sounded good to me, so i went to the iSi 

website. not only was i astounded by the many op-

portunities that iSi provided—opportunities that i 

40  •  www.ISI.oRg

Emily E. Smith, of North Caldwell, New Jersey, is a 2009 graduate of Dartmouth College, where 
she majored in philosophy. Over the past year, she was an ISI Honors Fellow and the editor in 
chief of the campus’s Collegiate Network paper, the Dartmouth review. She has been awarded a 
summer Bartley Fellowship to work on the editorial page at the Wall Street Journal, after which 
she will begin a yearlong CN fellowship at the Weekly Standard. She also is a recipient of ISI’s 
$5,000 William E. Simon Fellowship for Noble Purpose. The following remarks were given at 
ISI’s Fourth Annual Dinner for Western Civilization on April 30, where she was awarded the 
Preston A. Wells Jr. Leadership Award.



The Canon       laST woRd

later took advantage of such as the honors Program, 

bringing lecturers to campus, and getting great free 

books—but i now could start filling in the holes of 

my own political and cultural philosophy.

 after cruising the website for a bit, i wrote down 

titles of books or frequently mentioned authors 

that i thought would wake me up to conservative 

thought in the most efficient and enjoyable way. as 

i proceeded to read these titles in the coming weeks 

and months, i forced myself to examine exactly what 

kind of conservative i was. as you all know, that’s 

a lot to think about. in addition, through my iSi 

reading—but also through my anecdotal experi-

ence on campus—i began to notice just how much 

more “left” academia was than i had ever realized, 

and what that meant for attaining a solid liberal 

arts education. essentially, it meant that getting 

a liberal arts education was very nearly a quixotic, 

or impossible, dream. Currently, at Dartmouth for 

instance, there is no expert on Shakespeare, Dante, 

or Cervantes—but an endless supply of women’s 

and gender studies’ professors. this forced me to 

once again turn to iSi as a source of intellectual 

inspiration and education. 

 there is an old saying that suggests that the one 

who would travel the desert alone has relied on a 

fool for a guide. But through its publications and 

educational programming, iSi has given me the 

tools i need to think about the problems of this 

Among the many ISI events that Emily has attended was a colloquium on 
just war this spring that was organized as part of ISI’s partnered project 
with Liberty Fund.

world in ways that i would never have been able 

to otherwise—rather than with the proverbial fool 

as a guide. thanks to iSi, i have a sense of history 

and tradition to inform and enliven my thoughts. i 

have learned that there is something special, almost 

transcendent, in the american Constitution that 

makes it a document worth preserving in the way 

the genius of the founders intended. i have learned 

that life is not just about material acquisition, but 

about striving towards truth and virtue. above all, 

i have learned that the great ideas of the past are 

worth preserving—worth learning and relearning. 

i would have never known what those great ideas 

are without iSi as a seasoned guide in the academic 

sands of a collegiate desert. 

 i not only thank iSi for its generosity in recog-

nizing me for the Preston a. Wells Jr. leadership 

award, but also for its generosity in giving me a 

free and invaluable education in the most profound 

and enduring ideas of the Western canon, american 

civics, and political philosophy. as it turned out, i 

did not have to walk this desert alone.
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“A must-read for donors to the 
Conservative Movement”
—75th U.S. Attorney General Edwin Meese III

Available online, in bookstores 
everywhere, or at www.Regnery.com.




Contained in the pages of this book by Young America’s Foundation’s Nicole Hoplin 

and Ron Robinson are the stories that have rarely been told by the media. . . They 

are the stories of the vibrant lives of people who stood behind some of the Conservative 

Movement’s brightest moments, and who received little recognition or gratitude from 

the Movement or the country they shaped over the years. More importantly, they are 

stories of how the most significant books, institutions, and leaders came to be . . .

“The mainstream press can be held respon-

sible for one of three actions when it comes to 

stories (or lack thereof ) about conservative phi-

lanthropy. It either:

(a) ignores a great gift given altogether,

(b) vilifies the gift and its significance, or

(c) misinterprets and misreports the gift in 

a way a donor would not intend for it to be 

remembered.

If conservatives rely solely on the media for gift-giv-

ing reinforcement, they will seldom take the steps 

necessary to propel the Movement forward. . .”

Purchase Funding Fathers today—essential read-

ing for those who want to know the inside story of 

the Conservative Movement and learn about its 

largely unheralded heroes.

Order 
Your Copy 
Today!



Teaching Freedom Since 1967

The FUND for AMERICAN STUDIES

Students, don’t miss the June 1, 
2009 application deadline for the 
15-week Fall Capital Semester pro-
gram, an educational institute for 
college students held in partnership 
with Georgetown University. Visit 
www.DCinternships.org to apply.

Join The Fund for American Studies
and Fred Barnes in England and 
France for “In Defense of Freedom! 
An Inside Look at Churchill, de 
Tocqueville and the WWII Battle of 
Normandy.” The tour will take place 
from Aug. 28 - Sept. 5, 2009.

Contact Ed Turner at 

9



The John Jay Institute for Faith, Society and Law is committed 
to developing the next generation of principled public leaders.

Explore a graduate-level theological, political, and legal curriculum designed for law, 
government, and divinity students with world-class faculty and visiting lecturers. Fellowships 
begin with a semester in residence in Colorado Springs, followed by a 12-week placement in 

a public policy related field in Washington, D.C., various state capitals, or international political 
centers. Commissioned Fellows join an elite professional fraternity already serving the nation.

We encourage applications from college graduates who seek 
to pursue their respective callings in the public square.

T H E  J O H N  J A Y  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  F A I T H ,  S O C I E T Y  A N D  L A W

announces its 

2010 Fellowships

Application deadline for the Spring 2010 term: August 16, 2009

Application deadline for the Fall 2010 term: March 5, 2010

For more information, visit www.johnjayinstitute.org or call (719) 471-8900.

601 North Tejon Street, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903
719-209-1629  •  www.johnjayinstitute.org

“John Jay was one of the great architects of American liberty.... I  have no doubt that the John 
Jay Institute will help many of our most gifted young people more fully to understand and 

appreciate ‘the blessings of liberty’ bequeathed to us by America’s founding fathers.”

Robert P. George, J.D., D.Phil.
Princeton University
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In T e R C o l l e gI a T e  ST u d I e S  In S T I Tu T e

leave a legacy To lIberTy
Consider a Charitable Gift Annuity with ISI

Receive a guaranteed, partially tax-free income stream 
from ISI and immediate income tax savings.

in addition to an important gift to the intercollegiate Studies institute, a charitable 
gift annuity provides the following benefits to you:

     •  Guaranteed lifetime income stream (with payout rates as high as 9.5%)
     •  Immediate charitable income tax deduction
     •  Reduction of capital gain taxes for gifts of appreciated securities

Charitable gift annuities are easily established with a minimum gift of $5,000 in 
the form of either cash or appreciated securities.

For your free proposal, call Carolyn Fanning at 
(800) 526-7022 ext. 149 or e-mail legacy@isi.org.

leT uS Pay you for 
SuPPorTIng ISI

One	Life	 Two	Lives
Age	 Rate	 Age	 Age	 Rate
60	 5.0%	 55	 60	 4.4%
65	 5.3%	 60	 65	 4.8%
70	 5.7%	 65	 70	 5.0%
75	 6.3%	 70	 75	 5.3%
80	 7.1%	 75	 80	 5.8%
85	 8.1%	 80	 85	 6.5%
90	 9.5%	 85	 90	 7.5%

Sample Payout rates for:

iSi now offers six free online “short courses” 
that educate readers in the first prin-

ciples, questions, debates, and issues involved in 
six broad categories of conservative inquiry. at 
the heart of each course is an orientation essay, 
carefully crafted with the aid of leading scholars 

to introduce the matter at hand. each course also 
includes annotated syllabi of recommended read-
ings, an online discussion forum, and directions 
on how to access iSi’s hundreds of related online 
lectures, books, and journal articles, as well as 
other features.

Western Civilization.  The American Experience.  Free Markets 
and Civil Society.  America’s Security.  American Conservative 
Thought.  Higher Education and the Liberal Arts.

www.FirstPrinciplesJournal.com

Get ready tolearn
free online CoUrSeS from iSi


